M Job well done, says former wing commander
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M Marines come home by way of Baghdad
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M Armed Forces Day is May 17!

A big welcome for
our Security Forces

Family and friends welcome home SMSgt. Michael Grady (above), TSgt.
Christopher Mazzey (left) and SSgt. John Shepard of the 439" Security
Forces Squadron last Tuesday. The three security specialists came
home after three months of helping provide defense at a desert air
base in the Iraqi Freedom AOR.

--photos by MSgt. Tom Allocco and SSgt. Andrew Biscoe
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Patriots in Irag... (cont. from page 1)

outdoor showersand no hot water.

Theairport isbuilt on the modd of the
CharlesDeGaulleAirport, Paris, and hasavery
largetermina. The Army captured theairfield
andtermind inafew daysof fighting and they
arelargdly intact.

Thecrosstaxiways gl have bomb damege
whichisbeing repaired by Air Forcecivil
engineer rapid runway repair specididts. Iragi
contractorsare bringing in truckloads of gravel
for therepair. The Roya Audraian Air Forceis
operating the control tower and there are some
British RAF armen e thefield.

Althoughthelargescaefightingisover,
thereistill the ever present awareness of being
inacombat zone. There are dill sniper and RPG
(rocket propelled grenade) skirmishesand
fighting between Iraqji factions.

TwoAmerican soldierswerekilled last
week in attacksin Baghdad. Another was
injured by amine. Aircraft coming in frequently
digpenseflaresdueto thethreat assessment.

The Petriot Wing members like others,
keep their wegponswith them 24 hoursaday
and carry thewegponswhen they movearound
thearport.

A mohileaeromedica staging facility at the
arport evacuates patientsevery day, including
soldiersinjured in arecent non-combat
helicopter crash.

Theair fiddisplit between military and
humanitarian/civilian operations. Westover’'s

Pat Stats

Served since Feb. 2, 2003
5,240 passengers --- 1,816 aircraft
18,783,162 pounds of cargo
Info from MSgt. Jim Garrity, 42APS

Meals
10,730 hot meals served
Box lunches: 4,652
Info from MSgt. David Beauregard, 439SVS

Fuel since Feb.1
11,401,773 gallons of JP-8
Info from Jim Maloney, Fuels

(EDITOR SNOTE: Secur!
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arlift control specidistsare performinga
misson sSmilar to the one some of them
performed a King Khdid Military City, Saudi
Arabia, in 1991. They areairlifting out troops
and equipment and bringing in fresh replace-
ments. Just underway, istheairlift home of some
of the 3¢ Infantry Divison soldierswhowerein
the spearhead of the drive to Baghdad.

Humanitarian missonscomein 24 hoursa
day, sncetheariva of Red Cross, NGO (non-
government organizations) and government
officids. Aid isbeing ddivered from worldwide
sourcesto restore hopeto the lragi peopleand
rebuild the country’sinfrastructure.

Theairlift control pecidistsdon’t know
how long they will bein Baghdad, but expect it
will beat least until an operations support
squadron sets up acommand post.

Inthe meantime, living conditionsare
improving and “the days passby very quickly.
All the people here from the 439" have their
eyessquarely onthemission. They know why
they arehere” Lt. Col. Jamessaid.

Former wing commander

gives Patriot pat on back

Former Petriot Wing commander, Mg.
Gen. JamesP. Czekanski visited Westover last
Friday and gpplauded wing memberson ajob
well done.

“Congratulationson theleve of work you
have done. It'sgreat to come back here....the
men and women of Westover canriseto any
challenge. Thanks so very much for what you
have accomplished. You did afantagticjob. |
couldn’t bemore proud,” Czekanski said.

Theformer wing commander servesas
commander of 4" Air Forceat MarchARB,
Cdif., acommand whichincludesarcraft inthe
continental U.S,, Hawaii and Guam. Whilehere
he expressed gppreciation for the Patriot Wing's
good reaionship with hismaintainersfrom
Lackland AFB who are serving here.

The4" Air Force commander served as
439" AW commeander from 1992 to 1997. He
was named to his present command inAugus,
2000.

Czekanski’svidt to Westover coincidewith
an engagement as guest Speeker at an Universty

Marines come home
by way of Baghdad

by M Sgt. Tom Allocco

For nine MarineAir Wing members, astop
at theWestover Passenger Termind wasthelast
leginalong journey homefor their unit which
garted in southern Irag and passed through
Baghdad. They arefrom ahelicopter group
which provided dlosear support for Marinesin
the dugging match from Basrato Baghdad.
Their Hueysaso provided smal unitinsartion
and casuaty evacuation

TheMarinesof MarineAircraft Group 39
of | Marine Expeditionary Force deployed with
their helicopter gunship Cobrasand Hueysfrom
Camp Pendleton, Cdlif. to the Enduring
FreedomAOR in January. Among themwas
Cobrapilot Capt. Justin Eggsteff, cdl-sign
“Eggs” who wasin the Passenger Termind last
Thursday.

He described their war asday and night
flying assMarinesmoved to Basra, Nadriya, Kut
and Baghdad. The mission of Eggdtaff and the
other Cobraand Huey pilotswas* destroying
targetsof opportunity. ..if somethingwas
bogging them (Marine ground forces) down,
we dteke care of thet.”

Thegunshipswould fly to aforward
operating base, refuel and Ston strip dert
awaitingorders.

Egggaff remembersthe day they pulled
down Saddam’s statue, but that’snot how the
war ended for him. On hislast day of combat an
Iragi shot at hisCobrawithan AK 47.

“Oneday they just stopped shoating. One
day you weregoing up north destroying things
and the next day they didn’t anything for you to
kill,” hesaid.

Free ride to see James Taylor

Services Squadron will offer freebusrides
to the James Taylor Tanglewood concert on
Tuesday, June 24. Concert ticketswill be $21
for thelawn.

Sign-upsfor thebustrip will betaken e the
Fitness Center through Friday, May 16. Sedting

of Massachusetts ROTC Dining Out. islimited. For moreinformetion, call TSgt. Nedl
. Normandin & the Fitness Center at Ext. 3958.
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